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Foreword of the President

Dear Colleagues,

Dear Friends,

Warm Greetings to all of you!

I am very pleased to let you know that this year the Bar
Association of Málaga joined us as well as some new
individual members from Belgium, Georgia, Turkey, and
Iraq.

It was a real pleasure to see many of you during the
hybrid General Assembly (GA) of our Association on June
19, 2023. We elected unanimously two new members of
the Board:  Iain G Mitchell KQ and Prof.Irakli Kandashvili,
whom we cordially welcome and count on their
professionalism in further works on behalf of AEA-EAL.

We are pleased to inform you about the
upcoming Twinning of Lawyers that will take place on
November 9-12, 2023 in Tbilisi-Georgia. It will be
organized in cooperation with the International Bar
Association (IBA), the Georgian Bar Association (GBA),
and possibly in partnership with the Council of Europe
(CoE).

The event will be dedicated  to Business and Human

Rights, and will include the following components:

(a) Scientific/experience sharing part – the conference
will take place  on November 10th

(b) Possible  launch of the Council of Europe HELP
course, on November 11th

(c) Networking part – reception/dinner and proposal of
exploration Tbilisi  in the free time

Our other upcoming events are the following: 

- Study visit to the EU Agency for Fundamental

Rights.

When: September 5, 2023 

Location: Vienna (Austria) 

- (Open) Strategic Autonomy – Foundations and

Tools, hosted by Marc Bungenberg, Michael Hahn &
Philipp Zurkinden, the member  of the AEA-EAL’s Board
of Directors.

When: 7 and 8 September 2023

Location: University of Bern

- The Twinning of Lawyers – “Business and Human
Rights”.

When: 9-12 November 2023

Location: Tbilisi-Georgia

- The second edition of the “Business. Algorithm

and Law,” International Conference on Artificial

Intelligence and Cybersecurity.

When: 16-17 November 2023

Location:  Gdańsk

We will be very pleased if many of you will join us on the 
above mentioned events.

Maria Ślązak
President

Implementing and fostering good corporate

government in businesses

We have already spoken on a number of occasions
about how Spain’s Criminal Code mandates that
companies implement ethical and regulatory

compliance guidelines.

However, these days, this is more than just a
question of respecting regulations: society

demands it, and it is a matter of professionalism

and business prestige to have ethical and
regulatory compliance guidelines in place to
effectively demonstrate that your company boasts a
competitive work ethic that is, at the same

time, fair, prudent, orderly, standardized,
informed, ecological, just and equitable, reflecting
values such as integrity, transparency, honesty,

and a level playing field.

In and of itself, all that any Crime Prevention Manual
can do is to lay down the ground rules for the
actions to be taken. However, if you fail to actually
put in place specific action and behavioural

protocols encompassing all the work carried

out by your entire workforce, to ensure that the
latter are made fully aware of the need to fulfil them
or, last but not least, to implement systems for their
monitoring, your Crime Prevention Manual will be
little more than a hopefully well-meant declaration
of intent.

So, it is important for businesses to commit to good

corporate governance, setting down ethical

and behavioural rules to cover conflicts of
interest, selecting suppliers, payments and
collections, tax and money laundering

prevention policies, customer identification and
data protection, the defence of intellectual property
and their own and third-party trade secrets, to
rationally govern the internal circulation of
information, membership of trade associations to
prevent infringement of free competition
regulations, standardize and log agreements and
contracts with outside partners, document decisions,
etc.

We have used this section as a platform to
repeatedly encourage businesses to think seriously
about this issue, as some companies make it a point
of principle not to do business with others that fail
to implement proper codes of conduct.

Many of these actions, which are commonly
dismissed as merely an additional cost burden, can
become the driver for many business

advantages and future savings that are

perhaps difficult to perceive at the very outset,
but that, given that we have no choice but to put
our businesses’ houses in order, represent an added
incentive for implementation.

Juan Núñez – Lawyer

BDabogados

Juan Núñez

The Committee of Experts on the

Protection of Lawyers (CJ-AV) - 5th

meeting

The Committee of Experts on the Protection of
Lawyers (CJ-AV) held its 5th meeting in
Strasbourg from 3 to 5 July 2023, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Christoph Henrichs
(Germany).

President of the European Association of
Lawyers (AEA-EAL) Maria Ślązak participated in
the fifth meeting of the Committee of Experts
on the Protection of Lawyers (CJ-AV).

The European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL)
is one of the observer members of the
Committee among other representatives of
international lawyers’ organizations. Our
Association, since 2017 has actively participated
in discussions and works on future legal
instruments protecting lawyers’ rights.

Participants of the meeting concentrated on the
continuation of drafting the proposal of legal
instrument aiming at strengthening the
protection of the profession of lawyer and the
right to practice without prejudice or restraint.

The work will be still continuing at the next
meeting, which will take place in October 2023
including the exchange of the correspondence
between the parties in the period between the
sessions in person.

More information can be found here:
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcj/cj-av

On the 20th of June online seminar "Preparing
lawyers to conduct war crime cases in Ukraine
before courts and tribunals" took place.
Participants from many countries had a chance
to watch 5 brilliant presentations of experts,
translated to 4 languages: English, Polish,
Ukrainian, and German.

1. Admissibility of evidence collected during
the armed conflict in Ukraine from the
perspective of international criminal law.

2. Rights of the victim in criminal proceedings.

3. Hearing the accused of war crimes in court
proceedings – procedural methodology.

4. The victim as an auxiliary prosecutor in
cases of war crimes – procedural rights and
how to use them.

5. Preparation for interviewing a victim of war
sex crimes

By the end of the seminar, the very much
touching documentary  film "Limbo" directed
by Marina Nikitina and Vincent Lefebvre has
been screened, with opening remarks from
Ukrainian artist Julia Oginska and director
Marina Nikitina herself.

Organizers of the event were following:

Regional Bar Association of Attorneys at Law in
Opole, Rechtsanwaltskammer Sachsen,
European Association of Lawyers AEA-EAL and
Partners: Fundacja Współpracy Polsko-
Niemieckiej, Okręgowa Rada Adwokacka w
Częstochowie, Координаційний центр з
надання правової допомоги

Agenda of the meeting: https://aea-
eal.eu/2023/06/12/preparing-lawyers-to-
conduct-war-crime-cases-in-ukraine-before-
courts-and-tribunals-on-line-seminar-for-
lawyers-from-ukraine-poland-germany-and-
around-the-world/

“AI in Chinese Courts –

A first-hand account” 

On April 20, 2023

Webinar “AI in Chinese

Courts – A first-hand

account” took place.

Webinar was organized

by the New

Technologies

Committee of the

European Association

of Lawyers (AEA-EAL)

with the involvement

of the Shenzen

Lawyers Association.

The general overview, as
well as the moderation of
the webinar, was made by
Mr. Iain G. Mitchell KC –
Barrister and King’s
Counsel as well as
Chairperson of the New
Technologies
Committee of
the European Association
of Lawyers (AEA-EAL)

Presentations were made
by: Mrs. Monika Susalko,
Mr. Adam Kaczko, Mr. T.J
Shen, and Mr. Derrick
Lau.

The meeting focused on
information regarding
Artificial Intelligence tools
in the European Legal and
Judicial System, as well
as on the situation in the
United Kingdom. The
speakers also made an
overview of ethical
guidelines for Artificial
Intelligence in Europe.

Our invited guests from
the Shenzen Lawyers
Association represented
issues regarding the
Application of AI
Technology in Legal
Proceedings in China, the
Basic Legal Landscape,
Legal and Compliance
risks in China. 

Opening remarks of
the webinar made
Maria Ślązak -
President of  he
European Association
of Lawyers (AEA-EAL) 
and  Winston Gao -
Chief of the
International
Committee Shenzhen
Lawyers Association.

Maria Ślązak
reminded the
Memorandum of
Understanding signed
in Warsaw in 2016
between the National
Bar of Attorneys at
Law and All China
lawyers which brought
the possibility of
organizing common
conferences,
seminars, and
webinars for the
benefit of the legal
profession, citizens,
and Justice. She also
mentioned the
Memorandum of
Understanding signed
between Shenzen
Lawyers Association
with Gdansk Bar of
Attorney at Law n
2017 in Gdansk.

In the closing remarks
Magdalena Witkowska
- Dean of the Gdańsk
Bar of Attorneys-at-
Law expressed her
readiness to be
actively involved in
the meetings on a
similar topic which
should ave a
continuing character in
the near future.

Happy to announce that the

1st Edition of the Mentoring

Program organized by the

European Association of

Lawyers (AEA-EAL) and the

European Young Bar

Association (EYBA) has

successfully started.

Mentoring Program is considered
to be launched for 6 months. This
is a unique possibility for sharing
cross-border experiences and
expanding professional contacts
to the development of standards
of the profession of lawyer in
Europe. Moreover, it guides young
lawyers from different countries in
their career path and personal
development and also contributes
to the implementation of the best
standards in the exercise of the
profession of a lawyer.

- Study visit to the EU Agency for

Fundamental Rights (FRA). The
meeting will be held in Polish in
partnership with OIRP Białystok and is
dedicated to cross-border judicial
cooperation in criminal matters and the
protection of the environment.

When: 5 September 2023.

Time: 9:30 - 12:00 CET

Location: European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA) premises

Address of the visit: Schwarzenbergplatz
11, 1040 Vienna, Austria

- (Open) Strategic Autonomy –

Foundations and Tools

Hosted by Marc Bungenberg, Michael
Hahn & Philipp Zurkinden

When: 7 and 8 September, 2023
Time: 9 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. CET / 9 A.M. –
12:30 P.M. CET

Location: University of Bern

- The Twinning of Lawyers –

“Business and Human Rights”.

When: 9-12 November, 2023

Location: Tbilisi-Georgia

- The second edition of the

“Business. Algorithm and Law,”

International Conference on

Artificial Intelligence and

Cybersecurity.

When: 16-17 November, 2023

Location:  Gdańsk

More information can be found

here: https://aea-eal.eu/
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AEA-EAL Cooperation

with International Partners

Official Opening Ceremony of the

“House of Advocates”

On June 23rd, 2023 the new office of the Georgian Bar Association (GBA), "House of
Advocates", was officially opened. The newly built building was opened by the Chairman
of the Georgian Bar Association -David Asatiani, the Prime Minister of Georgia - Irakli
Gharibashvili, the President of the European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL) - Maria
Ślązak and the Vice-President of the International Bar Association (IBA) - Claudio Visco.
Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia - Shalva Papuashvili and Prosecutor General -
Irakli Shotadze also addressed the invited guests with a welcome speeches. The US
Ambassador to Georgia Kelly C. Degnan and other representatives of the diplomatic corps
also attended the ceremony.

Delegations from the different neighbour Bar Associations also participated in this event.
The construction of the new premises of the Georgian Bar Association has begun in
January 2021. In the same year, the architecture and concept of the building won one of
the most prestigious international awards and became the 2021 winner of the Global
Architecture & Design Award. 

The new administrative building of the Georgian Bar Association combines different spaces
for training and conferences. It also includes co-working spaces and areas for the GBA
ethics commission, administrative department, analytical and committee affairs unit, and
Training center.

Within the framework of the event, the traditional oath-taking ceremony of lawyers also
took place. It is worth mentioning that during the last year about 100 new
members/Advocates joint the Georgian Bar.

The ceremonial reception for lawyers dedicated to the opening of the "House of
Advocates" continued throughout the whole day.

"The Georgian Bar Association, which already has more than 5 thousand members, plays
a crucial role in the process of protecting human rights, strengthening the rule of law, and
generally ensuring an independent, high-quality, and ethical justice system in our country.
By upholding the principles of self governing advocacy established during the First
Republic over a century ago, the Georgian Bar Association carries forward these
traditions. Through these efforts as legal professionals, the Georgian Bar Association is
trying to make a valuable contribution to the strengthening of democracy and legal
stability in Georgia”.

David Asatiani
Chairman 
Georgian Bar Association

Our president Maria Ślązak, in her speech  highlighted the achievements of the
GBA as a self-regulated and independent professional organization and the
importance of the Bar itself in the development of Georgia's democracy.  She
underlined the role of lawyers in building rule of law and assuring to citizens  the
real access to justice.

President Ślązak drew the attention of the audience to tremendous work of the
previous President Zaza Khatiashvili, who fought for rights of lawyers in very
difficult times ( and was highly awarded by the Council of Bars and Law Societies
of Europe – CCBE  as the Human Rights Defender) and the current President
David Asatiani,  who leads Georgian Lawyers to the best possible standards of
our profession which is very well recognized at the international level as well as
brings effects in the homeland where it is understood that lawyers have to be
independent, and their Bar – as the protector and supporter of lawyers rights -
self-governed and self-financed.

At the end of her intervention Maria Ślązak mentioned that European Association
of Lawyers (AEA-EAL) is very proud of Georgian Bar Association’ s membership.
President David Asatiani holds the function of vice president of AEA-EAL and
prof. Irakli Kandashvili is a member of the Board as well as the chair of the very
successful Mediation Committee.  

Claudio Visco, representing International Bar Association (IBA) addressed to
Georgian Lawyers and distinguished guests words of highest appreciation for all
their work done till now. He underlined the importance of Georgian Bar’s active
role in works of IBA and facilitation of  further development of IBA’s presence in
the Region.

International Conference

Gender Equality as Part of the International

Human Rights Law

On June 2
nd , 

2023  International Conference - Gender Equality as Part of the

International Human Rights Law took place in Azerbaijan - Baku. The event was

organized by the Azerbaijan Bar Association, Сhаmbеr of Advocates of the

Republic of Uzbekistan, and Organization for Security and Co-operation in

Europe (OSCE).

The Conference was dedicated to the 120th anniversary of the birth of the first female
lawyer  Mrs. Sureyya Aghaoghlu in Тurkey (worked as a lawyer from 1927 till 1989) and
Azerbaijan as well as the second president of the International Confederation of Woman
Lawyers.

During the meeting following Topics were discussed.

· Gender Equality and Mainstreaming from the International Perspective

· Towards Gender Equality: Ending Violence Against Women

· Addressing Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

By the end of the meeting, participants analyzed and reviewed the adoption of the joint
Baku Declaration on Achieving Gender Equality.

The European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL) was represented by its Vice President -
David Asatiani who in opening remarks highlighted that Gender equality and women’s
rights    is a vitally important topic when it comes to defending human rights, promoting
the rule of law, and supporting democratic reforms. Bar associations and law societies can
play a fundamental role in promoting gender equality, among others, by encouraging their
members to adopt and implement policies that tackle gender inequality and improve
work-life balance that benefits all. With the increasing challenges to women’s rights across
the globe, the position of women in law is as important as ever. The bar associations can
catalyze and support changes within their own jurisdiction, including training the new
generation of lawyers to be aware and to actively counter gender inequality at every level
and in all areas of the profession. . . In addition, more emphasis should be placed on the
culture change. 

By the end of the conference, it was once more underlined that the representative of the
legal profession should stress that legal professions have the authority and resources to
support women by advocating for gender equality, providing equal access to the
profession, and opportunities to progress in their careers without fear of stigma or
exclusion.

International Scientific and Practical Conference

Lawyers for the Rule of Law

Strengthening the Impact of Education on Justice. Restoring the right to
defense in new realities, and the human rights lawyers' right to

association

On April 4-5, 2023 International Scientific and Practical Conference “Lawyers for the

Rule of Law. Strengthening the Impact of Education on Justice. Restoring the

right to defense in new realities, and the human rights lawyers' right to

Association” took place in Vilnius.

Organizers and Partners were the Center for Constitutionalism and Human Rights,
European Humanities University; International Law in Advocacy - ILIA; University without
Borders; Belarusian Human Rights House. Our Association was represented by its
President Maria Ślązak, who addressed the audience in the first panel “European
instrument on the protection of lawyers and lawyers’ associations: status and a search for
answers to the main questions”. The considerations of organizers concentrated on the
necessity of creating safe conditions of work for human rights lawyers, especially in
countries where bars are not independent. Human rights defenders hope very much that
they will also be included in the future Convention on Protection of Lawyers.

The second panel of the Conference: “An Association of independent lawyers: the Voice of
Belarusian Lawyers and a Search for normative instruments for the professional
guarantees realization” was dedicated to the situation of Belarusian lawyers who suffer
much harassment from their government. In consequence, many of them left the country
to avoid arrests, imprisonment, or danger to their families. The group of Belarusian
colleagues, who emigrated, established the independent association of lawyers. To
express the support for the Belarusian lawyers three AEA-EAL’s Board Members were
present at this panel: Monique Stengel from Paris, a member of AEA-EAL Human Rights
Committee, Olivier d’Ursel from Brussels, who at the same time represented the Human
Rights Institute of the Brussels French Speaking Bar and Nielson Sanchez Stewart,
Spanish lawyer, who passed on behalf of Abogacia Espanola Consejo General words of
condemnation for repressions towards Belarussian colleagues.

The event in Vilnius continues the scientific and practical cooperation of civil society
organizations, professional associations of lawyers, international organizations, and
academic institutions focused on the implementation of the principle of the rule of law,
and especially the protection of human rights. The project “Lawyers for the Rule of Law:
Human Rights Training and Education”, continued for more than a decade, concentrates
on the educational activities of experts and alumni of the Center for Constitutionalism and
Human Rights which cooperates with the International Law in Advocacy (ILIA) and the
University Without Borders.

AEA-EAL

Webinar follow up 

Preparing Lawyers to conduct war crime cases in

Ukraine before courts and tribunals

On-Line Seminar for Lawyers from Ukraine,

Poland, Germany, and around the World

Committee activities

We kindly invite all members to join our committees!

We wait for your ideas and involvement!

 We encourage you to contact Committees at office@aea-eal.eu and to participate
actively in their work!

AI in Chinese Courts and Europe – A first-hand

Account

On May 30, 2023 Webinar “AI in Chinese Courts and Europe – A first-hand

Account” took place.

Webinar was organized by the New Technologies Committee of the

European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL) with the involvement of the

Shenzen Lawyers Association.

It is worth mentioning that the webinar head continuous character of the meeting
that took place on April 20 “AI in Chinese Courts – A first-hand account” took
place.

The general overview, as well as the moderation of the webinar, was made by Mr.
Iain G. Mitchell KC – Barrister and King’s Counsel as well as Chairperson of the
New Technologies Committee of the European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL)

The meeting was  focused on covering questions such as:

Can Artificial Intelligence (AI) ever replace judges? And Can AI ever replace
lawyers?

During the discussion, it was highlighted that the question of whether AI can
replace judges is a complex and debated topic. Judicial decision-making involves
not only interpreting and applying the law but also considering the nuanced
aspects of each case, such as empathy, context, and moral judgment.

Moreover, there are ethical and legal concerns associated with AI in the Judiciary.
Transparency, accountability, and the potential for bias in AI algorithms are critical
issues that need to be addressed before considering their extensive use in Judicial
systems

At the end of the meeting, participants agreed that similar discussions will have
continuous have a continuing character in the near future.

“Learning about the EU Charter of Fundamental

Rights and using it effectively in practice”

“Learning about the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and using it effectively

in practice”

On May 24, an online Meeting regarding “Learning about the EU Charter of

Fundamental Rights and using it effectively in practice” took place.

The online event was organized by the European Association of Lawyers (AEA-

EAL) with partnership OIRP Białystok & European Union Agency for

Fundamental Rights (FRA).

Opening remarks were made by Gabriel N. Toggenburg – Head of Sector, Human
Rights Structures and Mechanisms, EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), Maria

Ślązak – President, European Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL), and Joanna Beata

Kamieńska – Dean, OIRP Białystok.

The first half of the meeting was dedicated to the introduction, that was made by Sanja
Jovicic, Project Manager, of the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) regarding
“The Relevance of the EU Charter for Lawyer’s work and how to enhance its

application”.  The second part of the meeting covered the issue regarding FRA’S

Practical Tools and Materials on the EU charter which was represented by -
Cathrin Larmian, Project Assistant, Human Rights Structures and Mechanisms, FRA,
and  - Sandra Aigner-Accardo, Project Manager, Equality, Roma and Social Rights Unit,
FRA.

By the end of the meeting, attendees had the opportunity to exercise in Practical Case
Study on the EU Charter.

More materials can be found here: https://aea-eal.eu/2023/05/26/learning-about-the-
eu-charter-of-fundamental-rights-and-using-it-effectively-in-practice/

Lawyers and the prevention of money

laundering: a Euro-American comparison.

On Wednesday 17 May, a conference promoted and supported by the
Association Européenne d'Avocats - European Association of Lawyers  (AEA-EAL)
and the General Council of the Spanish Bar took place, with Spanish and
Argentine specialists on the treatment and obligations of lawyers in the
prevention of money laundering and the financing of terrorism in Europe and
South America, sparking a lively debate on the professional secrecy of lawyers
and their defense in this matter.

In Europe, according to the provisions of Directive (EU) 2015/849 on the
prevention of the use of the financial system for the purpose of money
laundering or terrorist financing, lawyers are obliged to take special care to
ensure that the transactions we advise or carry out on behalf of our clients are
not financed with illegal funds.  

The regulations oblige any lawyer, as an obliged entity, who becomes aware of a
transaction or event, even an attempt, that may be related to money
laundering, to report the situation to the corresponding Service, and not to
inform the client of it (Art. 33 and 34 of the Directive).

We are only exempted from this if the client comes to us to defend him in legal
proceedings or if we intervene after the irregular transaction has taken place.

This raises important loopholes in what is a fundamental principle of the legal
profession: the maintenance of professional secrecy.

We thank to Sr. D. Juan Núñez, Dr. D. Nielson Sanchez-StewartSr

and  D. Marcelo Castrogiovanni who made this event happend.

More information can be found here:https://aeaeal.eu/2023/05/25/lawyers-
and-the-prevention-of-money-laundering-a-euro-american-comparison/

 AI in Chinese Courts – A first-hand account
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