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Modern technology as part of sustainable development

• The legal profession at the threshold of fundamental change. 
• An era of innovation.
• The future of our planet is in danger, demanding immediate action. 
• The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated digitalisation and the transition to a more 

sustainable way of living. 

→ Lawyers are called upon to not only adapt but to lead positive change.



Modern technology as part of sustainable development

Definition of SUSTAINABILITY:
• The essence was articulated by the Brundtland Commission, tasked by the UN in 1987 to 

formulate a global agenda for change: “Sustainable development is development that 

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs.” 
• This driving principle was embraced by all nations when the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) were adopted in 2015, forming a blueprint to end poverty, protect the planet 
and ensure peace and prosperity for all by 2030. 

→ To contribute to achieving these goals, we are in need of a sustainability-minded 
legal profession, aware of needs for our digitalised and globalised world.



Survey on the future of the legal profession, 2018

*surveyed lawyers between 25 and 45 years old across 48 countries to measure the evolution of lawyers’ 
perceptions towards the challenges affecting the future of the profession



Our vision for a sustainable legal profession:

Giving back Responsibility Competence

Diversity Independence



Priorities for a sustainable legal profession:



Need for the lawyers to develop new skills:

• more customer-centric approach 

• proactive adoption of key technologies

• adapt the old to the new, but also the new to the old

• use of time saved to develop other skills for the benefit 
of the profession

• good use of new technologies to provide better services 
to their society and their clients

• more transparent and efficient legal services securing 
trust from clients and more business for lawyers

• important role in ensuring that business models and 
non-traditional legal service providers are transparent 
and respect individual rights




